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Local Sections 
 

Purpose 
The Local Sections detail the management principles that are specific to each of the Local Sections of the Cornwall AONB. The Local Area Policies should 
always be read in conjunction with the policies set out in the strategic policies of the plan that address Cornwall wide AONB management matters. 
 

Statements of Significance 
The Local Sections contain a statement of significance which sets out the qualities and characteristics that makes that Section as a whole recognisable, 
distinctive and different from surrounding areas. The Statement of Significance will not necessarily refer to individual features but this does not mean that 
such features are not important or do not form a key component of the AONB landscape. The Statement of Significance is not a complete inventory, more a 
summary of the landscape character and scenic beauty of the protected landscape.  
 
The Statement of Significance can be used as landscape character evidence base to judge impact (or harm) to the AONB from development or other activity 
and as a guide to help tailor positive activity to conserve and enhance the area. 
 

Local Policies 
Each Local Section includes ‘Local Policies’ which identify the specific management objectives that are applicable to the local section over the next 5 years.  
 
The local policies are required to: 

- Achieve the purposes of the AONB designation, 

- Deliver the purposes of the AONB Management Plan, 

- Reflect local level detail and management needs, 

- Be realistic. 

 
The local policies can be used for a range of purposes. For example they can provide guidance and inform the assessment of development proposals in or 
adjoining the Local Section or they can promote projects and funding applications that support the purposes of the AONB designation. 
 



Each Local Section identifies a number of matters that are considered to be impacting upon the condition of the special features and attributes in that 
particular section of the Cornwall AONB and any of the known management groups, activities and/ or strategies in place for the area. The Local Policies will 
seek to address poor condition and support good management, supported by the overall strategic policies. 
 

 

  



11 Rame Head  
Known as “Cornwall’s forgotten corner” 
 

Location 
Situated in the extreme northeast of the Cornwall AONB, Rame Head is situated in a strategic position overlooking the mouth of the river Tamar, Plymouth 
Sound and the open sea of the English Channel. The section includes the 800-acre Mount Edgcumbe Country Park as well as the 18th century fortifications at 
Maker Heights, Penlee Point and the picturesque villages of Kingsand and Cawsand. 
 

Extent 
This is the second smallest section at just 7.8 square kilometres forming 1%of the overall area of the Cornwall AONB.  
 

Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Landscape Character Assessment 2005-2007 
Character Areas: CA 22 South East Cornwall Plateau; CA25 Lyhner and Tiddy River Valleys 
 

Statement of Significance 
Rame Head itself forms a southerly point at the extreme east of Whitsand Bay, which sweeps in a wide arch west to Portwrinkle. Behind the headland, the 
steep slope of a narrow winding valley almost severs Rame Head from the rest of the peninsula. 
 
The contrast between the urban sprawl of Plymouth stretching eastwards across Plymouth Sound, which is connected to the AONB by the passenger ferry 
at Cremyll, could not be more different from this quiet wooded corner of the Cornwall AONB. Woodlands line the coastal tracks between Cawsand and 
Penlee Point and the extensive woodland enclosure of Mount Edgcumbe Country Park provide a home for a herd of some 600 wild Fallow deer. 
 
Geologically, this is an area of significant interest, the beach at Cawsand is formed of rhyolite, the only surviving remains of the volcanic material that 
erupted above Cornwall’s intruded granites some 270 to 290 million years ago. In addition, the red sandstone further north is the only evidence in Cornwall 
of ensuing desert conditions. The rocks seen from the walk between Rame Head and Penlee Point are slate from a sequence known as the Dartmouth 
Group dating back to the Lower Devonian period and at 400 million years are some of the oldest rocks in Cornwall. 
 
The only significant concentration of settlement is at Kingsand and Cawsand. The two villages are surrounded by mature trees and separated only by a small 
headland on which sits Cawsand Fort, built of stone in the 1860s and recently converted to flats. These small fishing villages are tightly clustered around the 
two beaches that still provide landing points for small craft adding vitality and interest. The buildings are varied in form but united by their tight relationship 



to the narrow streets that run at right angles away from the sea. Kingsand is the larger of the two villages. The variety of building materials reflect the 
varied local geology including rhyolite (a purple volcanic stone), distinctive red sandstone, and slates along with slate hanging, painted render and some 
brick. A prominent feature in both villages is the many local stone rubble built boundary walls. Until boundary changes in 1844 Kingsand was in Devon 
however Cawsand was always in Cornwall, small stream marking the border.  The distinctive red sandstone Institute Building with its Clock Tower at 
Kingsand was built on the seafront to commemorate the coronation of George V and was severely damaged in the winter storms of 2014. It has since been 
repaired but the incident demonstrated the vulnerability of these settlements to climate change impacts. 
 
Despite being one of the Cornwall’s AONB’s smallest sections, this area is also incredibly complex. Small pockets of irregular medieval-derived fields, larger 
fields as a result of 20th century amalgamations of the old enclosures, 20th century WWII placements, ridge top trees and parkland of the Mount Edgcumbe 
Estate and patches of coastal heathland and scrub all contribute to the diverse pattern of land use. 
 
Mount Edgcumbe House and Country Park occupies a significant proportion of this section of the AONB with many ornamental trees and shrubs 
incorporated into the more formal garden areas which were commenced circa.1750 and were predominately influenced by Italian, French and English 
garden designs. In contrast, the surrounding parkland provides a more open aspect as it runs downs to the Cremyll ferry, which dates back to the 13th 
century as a means of ferrying passengers across the water to Plymouth. 
 
The conical hill of Rame Head, with its medieval chapel on top, forms a prominent landmark with a widely visible and distinctive silhouette. From the 
exposed cliffs, the ridge top and Rame Head, the panoramic views take in the coast, the busy shipping lanes of the English Channel, the complex of estuarial 
features of the Tamar Valley and the vast urban expanse of the city of Plymouth with its cranes and naval shipyards seen across the broad waters of 
Plymouth Sound. The strategic position of Rame Head overlooking Plymouth sound is evidenced by the frequency of visible military fortifications in 
particular from the 18th, 19th and 20th centuries such as at Maker Heights, Picklecombe and Penlee Point. 
 
There can be no doubt that this area is steeped in history, much of it surrounding the Edgcumbe family seat. It appears the headland was so named in the 
14th century as a result of its resemblance to a ram’s head and archaeological finds of flint tools indicate that this area was occupied as far back as the 
Mesolithic period. Evidence also exists of 10th century Viking Longships anchoring off Cawsand and the Spanish Armada sailing past the militia at Cawsand 
before being forced back out to sea due to inclement weather. 
 

Q36.  Do you agree with the Statement of Significance for Rame Head on pages 107-108?  (please check/tick a box below) 

 Strongly disagree 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Strongly agree 
☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

  

Do you have any suggestions for improvement?  Please give your reasons 

 



 

Management 
 The Mount Edgcumbe Estate, which includes Rame Head is jointly owned and managed by Cornwall Council and Plymouth City Council. 

 The Rame Peninsula Neighbourhood Development Plan is currently being prepared, covering the parishes of Maker with Rame, Sheviock, Millbrook, 

Antony and St John. 

 There is a Maker and Rame Parish Plan. 

 A Higher Level Stewardship (HLS) Agreement now covers Mount Edgcumbe Estate. 

 The Plymouth Green Infrastructure Strategy includes access to Mount Edgcumbe and the Rame Peninsula. 

 The Tamar Estuaries Consultative Forum coordinates all activities on the water and promotes integrated management through an agreed 

Management Plan. 

 A ‘Coastal Communities Team’ has been formed to develop water access links to the Rame Peninsula. 

 Dartmoor Ponies graze the coastal rough ground to control scrub around Rame Head. 

 The Cornwall Biodiversity Action Plan supports habitat enhancement for farm birds and along coastal land. 

 Plymouth Sound and Estuaries are designated as a European Marine Site, Special Area of Conservation and Special Protection Area. 

Condition 
 Some of the more recent development at Kingsand and Cawsand is not sympathetic to the character of these small villages and the public car parks 

lack design consideration with regard to the surroundings. 

 The narrow streets of both Kingsand and Cawsand are regularly congested with visitor traffic. 

 Due to the narrow roads on the Rame peninsula there tends to be regular traffic congestion at the height of the visitor season. 

 Overhead wires are intrusive in both Kingsand and Cawsand. 

 Some coastal rough ground is subject to increasing scrub encroachment. 

 Removal of Cornish hedges for agricultural efficiency has fragmented some wildlife corridors and the pattern of the landscape. 

Rame Head Local Policies 
RH11.01 Support the development of innovative sustainable transport links to and from the Rame Peninsula. This should include car free options, 
building on its location at the mouth of the Tamar Estuary, particularly seeking opportunities to develop sustainable water based transport. Schemes should 
consider landscape and visual impacts and be designed and implemented in a manner that conserves and enhances the AONB. 



 
RH11.02 Promote walking opportunities across Rame Head between settlements and the South West Coast Path and support the improvement of 
non-car access. 
 
RH11.03 Support measures to support the continued viability of the Mount Edgcumbe Estate (such as sensitive measures to increase visitor numbers 
and employment opportunities) so that public access and enjoyment of the Estate can continue. 
 
RH11.04 Support local community aspirations for undergrounding of overhead cables in villages such as at Kingsand and Cawsand in order to reduce 
visual clutter. 
 
RH11.05 Support improved awareness, understanding and sensitive interpretation of the extensive and wide ranging military history of this area and 
the role of the Rame Peninsula as a fortification at the mouth of the Tamar . 
 
RH11.06 Support the integrated management and partnership action of the Tamar Estuaries Consultative Forum in ensuring long-term sustainability 
in the management of the waters of Plymouth Sound and the Tamar Estuaries.  
 
RH11.07 Support, through a landscape scale approach, the appropriate management, extension and linking of locally characteristic habitats. These 
include coastal heathland, farm hedges, parkland and broadleaved native inland and coastal woodland. 
 
RH11.08 Help to support coastal management which promotes natural processes wherever possible and support initiatives with the communities of 
Kingsand and Cawsand which consider the long term future in respect to predicted effects of sea level rise and increased storminess. Seek to support the 
delivery of appropriate measures to hold the line and managed realignment as identified in the Shoreline Management Plan where they conserve or 
enhance the landscape character and natural beauty of the AONB. Conserve the undeveloped nature of the coast.  
 

Q37.  Do you agree with the management policies as set out in Rame Head Local Policies RH11.01 – RH11.08 on pages 

109-110? 

 

 Strongly disagree 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Strongly agree 
☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

  

Do you have any suggested changes/additions?  Please give your reasons 

 



 

 


