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Local Sections 
 

Purpose 
The Local Sections detail the management principles that are specific to each of the Local Sections of the Cornwall AONB. The Local Area Policies should 
always be read in conjunction with the policies set out in the strategic policies of the plan that address Cornwall wide AONB management matters. 
 

Statements of Significance 
The Local Sections contain a statement of significance which sets out the qualities and characteristics that makes that Section as a whole recognisable, 
distinctive and different from surrounding areas. The Statement of Significance will not necessarily refer to individual features but this does not mean that 
such features are not important or do not form a key component of the AONB landscape. The Statement of Significance is not a complete inventory, more a 
summary of the landscape character and scenic beauty of the protected landscape.  
 
The Statement of Significance can be used as landscape character evidence base to judge impact (or harm) to the AONB from development or other activity 
and as a guide to help tailor positive activity to conserve and enhance the area. 
 

Local Policies 
Each Local Section includes ‘Local Policies’ which identify the specific management objectives that are applicable to the local section over the next 5 years.  
 
The local policies are required to: 

- Achieve the purposes of the AONB designation, 

- Deliver the purposes of the AONB Management Plan, 

- Reflect local level detail and management needs, 

- Be realistic. 

 
The local policies can be used for a range of purposes. For example they can provide guidance and inform the assessment of development proposals in or 
adjoining the Local Section or they can promote projects and funding applications that support the purposes of the AONB designation. 
 



Each Local Section identifies a number of matters that are considered to be impacting upon the condition of the special features and attributes in that 
particular section of the Cornwall AONB and any of the known management groups, activities and/ or strategies in place for the area. The Local Policies will 
seek to address poor condition and support good management, supported by the overall strategic policies. 
 

 

  



07 West Penwith 
 

Location 
This section of the AONB includes the most westerly stretch of the Cornwall peninsula, extending from the western edge of St Ives around Cape Cornwall 
and inland to include the central Penwith Hills (also referred to as the downs or moors). From Sennen Cove and Land’s End the AONB narrows and the A30 
forms the inland boundary. On the south coast of the Peninsula, the AONB remains mostly south of the B3315 extending east to Penlee Point on the 
Penzance side of the coastal village of Mousehole. 
 

Extent 
Covering approximately 14,000 hectares or just less than 139 square kilometres, West Penwith forms 15% of the overall designated area of the Cornwall 
AONB. 
 

Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Landscape Character Assessment 2005-2007 
Character Areas: CA01 West Penwith South (Lands End to Newlyn); CA02 West Penwith North and West Coastal Strip; CA03 Penwith Central Hills; 

CA04 Mount's Bay 
 
 

Statement of Significance 
The prehistoric landscapes of West Penwith have a unique character, shaped by its granite geology and geographical position at the end of the land – 
exposed to the full force of the Atlantic Ocean. The hard granite coastline has been sculpted by wind and weather into a sequence of headlands punctuated 
by substantial cliff chasms or ‘Zawns’. The ‘Penwith Central Hills’, locally known as the ‘Penwith Downs’, form a granite spine along the northern part of the 
peninsula, stretching in an arc from Trencrom and Rosewall Hills (237m) in the east, to the highest mid-point of ‘Watch Croft’ (252m) near Morvah, 
diminishing at the small rounded hill of Carn Brea in the west. Further west, the AONB boundary narrows, as it round the very tip of the Peninsula, past 
Sennen and Lands End, then hugs the coast south of the A3315 and is comprised of the more sheltered landscapes that address Mounts Bay. 
 
The north coast of West Penwith comprises a series of headlands and coves that form a continuous sequence from Carrick Du, west of Pothmeor Beach at 
St Ives to the mining landscapes of the Pendeen and St Just. Here, the coastal plateau forms a narrow shelf-like band that gently slopes toward the cliffs, 
bordered and defined at its inland edge by the sharp transition to the steep sides of the Central Hills. The Central Hills offer shelter to the mainland area of 
Cornwall beyond West Penwith by providing a barrier to the worst of the Atlantic storms, the open elevated moorland is interspersed with outcrops of 
granite such as Zennor Carn, Carn Galva and Rosewall Hill whilst the small hill of Trencrom, topped with tors forms an outlier to the east. The moorland 



vegetation consists of western heath intermixed with gorse, hawkweeds, scabious and fine grasses. By contrast the areas of wet heath are populated with 
Purple Moor Grass, Cross Leaved Heath and Western Gorse.  
 
The north coast is particularly distinctive for its intricate network of tiny irregular pasture fields bound by granite Cornish hedges, which are prehistoric in 
origin and deemed by many to be among the oldest surviving man-made structures that have been in continuous use for their original purpose since they 
were made, many being older than the Egyptian Pyramids. Cornish hedges in West Penwith have a construction markedly different from elsewhere in 
Cornwall. Large granite boulders, or “grounders” act as a foundation for irregular upper courses of varying sizes of weathered granite taken straight from 
the surface of the moor. Some have little vegetation other than perhaps a sparse topping whilst others support windswept and gnarled thorn bushes. 
 
Apart from scattered farmsteads, the two small north coast villages of Zennor and Morvah providing easy access to the popular routes of the South West 
Coast Path, the Tinner’s Way and the Coffin Trail. Smaller hamlets are found along the dramatic and stunning coast road, the B3305, such as at Rosemergy 
and Pothmeor. The main road through these places becomes characteristically narrow and winding. Zennor, with its 13th Century pub and Church, museum 
and association with the legend of the mermaid of Zennor is a popular tourist destination. Further west, a linear pattern of housing, mostly terraced 
cottages has developed along the coastal road such as at Pendeen and Trewellard, with the older medieval town of St Just with its twin squares providing 
most local facilities. The traditional buildings, houses and farmsteads are of local vernacular, granite construction. 
 
The archaeological interest in West Penwith is of international importance. The range of archaeological relics ranging from Neolithic Quoits (tombs), 
standing stones from the Bronze Age such as the stone circle at Tregeseal and the well-known ‘Men-an-Tol’ near Carn Galva, bear testament to early human 
settlement together with the notable remains from the Romano-British period at Chysauster, near Nancledra and Carn Euny to the extreme west of the 
Central Hills. The rocky headland at Gurnard’s Head and Bosigran also provide evidence of Iron Age cliff castles. This wild landscape has a powerful sense of 
place largely due to the absence of 21st century pressures and provides inspiration for many writers and artists. 
 
The whole area is famed for its past of hard metal mining, particularly on the north coast from the Cot Valley at St Just and at Pendeen where relics of the 
mining industry are very evident. Here, the prehistoric fields are littered with redundant mine buildings old waste heaps and fenced off shafts, a legacy of 
the 19th Century. Just outside Pendeen lies Geevor Tin Mine, which is preserved as a working mine and is a key tourist site. This area forms the core of the 
Cornwall and West Devon Mining World Heritage Site in Penwith. The Cot and Kenidjack valleys form breaks in the otherwise elevated coastline with both 
valleys revealing extensive evidence of the former mining industry. Large areas of these valleys are now colonised by invasive species such as Japanese 
Knotweed and bracken with many mineshafts hidden beneath. 
 
North of Land’s End is the popular Whitesand Bay stretching for one mile between the headlands of Pedn-mên-du and Aire Point. At high tide the beach, a 
popular surf spot, is divided into two with Sennen Cove beach to the south and Gwynver beach to the north bounded by 38 hectares of stabilised sand 
dunes. The dunes contain the only British population of a shield bug which was first recorded in 1864 and is associated with sparsely vegetated areas of 
loose sand.  



A short (ish) walk west out of Sennen, past accessible granite cliffs, a popular spot for climbers, brings you to the actual ‘Lands End’, other wise known as 
‘The Peal’ where a finger of sharp, craggy granite called ‘the Longships’ dips in to the sea where is mounted the Longships unmanned lighthouse. The 
western exposure of jointed granite cliffs from Lands End to Gwennap Head is most westerly point of England. 

Apart from the prominent tourist facility at Lands End, visitor infrastructure past Sennen is low key, although the Lands End Airport has recently undergone 
some expansion. Upland areas are almost devoid of settlement with most dwellings built in the sheltered south east of the downs.  

The south coast of the peninsula is undulating but still has a rugged and indented coastline with many headlands and small coves with slipways providing 
access for fishing boats such as at Porthgwarra, Penberth and Lamorna Cove. The granite cliffs provides a dramatic setting for the open-air Minack Theatre 
set on the headland high above Porthcurno beach with its impressive backdrop of Mounts Bay and the distinctive silhouette of Logan Rock.There is a 
distinctive and regular pattern of narrow linear valleys with small streams running north-west to south-east draining towards Mounts Bay. 

 On the sheltered cliff land between Mousehole and Lamorna , remnant small horticultural fields grow daffodils and potatoes. These fields date back to the 
late 19th century and were cultivated to take advantage of the low sun angles to hasten the growing season. Many of the field boundaries have now been 
removed to provide access for modern planting and harvesting machinery, resulting in the historic character of the small irregular field system being largely 
erased. The largest settlements in this area is Mousehole is  a very popular tourist destination where summer visitors flock to see its historic working fishing 
harbor and its cluster of granite cottages along winding narrow streets providing a picture postcard setting. 

Q28.  Do you agree with the Statement of Significance for West Penwith on pages 80-82?  (please check/tick a box below) 

 Strongly disagree 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Strongly agree 
☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

  

Do you have any suggestions for improvement?  Please give your reasons 

 

 

Management 

 Stage 1 of the West Penwith Landscapes Partnership Scheme has been agreed by the Heritage Lottery Fund. The project aims to support the 

farming and tourism economy of the area via improvements to the management, access and interpretation of the cultural and natural heritage of 

Penwith. 



 The National Trust manages significant and extensive coastal and inland properties around Zennor, St Levan and St Just including many of the 

coastal mining features. 

 St Ives and Ludgvan are preparing Neighbourhood Development Plans. 

 Parish Plans exist for: St Levan, Zennor, St Buryan, Sancreed, Sennen and Madron. 

 The Cornwall and West Devon Mining World Heritage Site designation includes sites at Geevor, Bottallack and Levant along the western coast 

 Active granite quarrying operations in elevated land at Castle-an-Dinas and operations at Penlee quarry (close to the AONB at Newlyn) are 

controlled under the Review of Mineral Planning Permissions. 

 The St Just Heritage Area Regeneration Project has led to the successful physical regeneration of St Just town centre along with stabilisation of 

selected prominent historic mine buildings and sites of interest. 

 Countryside Stewardship in 2016 replaces Entry and Higher Level Stewardship schemes which replaced the Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) 

The way the agri schemes are targeted and low uptake in Penwith could leave important habitats and historic features unmanaged. 

 Natural England has prepared a ‘Vision for the Moors’ and other related land in West Penwith, Cornwall’ to secure agreement between 

stakeholders and agencies on integrated management of habitats and historic landscapes whilst maintaining the downs as a gazed landscape. 

 The ‘Wild Penwith’ initiative promoted by Cornwall Wildlife Trust (CWT) is a landscape scale initiative for a management of a variety of habitats and 

for enhancing water quality across West Penwith. 

 Cornwall Council’s Historic Environment Service publications, ‘The Archaeology of the Moors, Downs and Heaths of West Cornwall and  ‘Managing 

the historic environment on West Cornwall’s rough ground’, provide excellent guides. 

 A Special Area of Conservation has been proposed for the area along the west Penwith coast from Lands End in the south, extending past Cape 

Cornwall to just east of Gurnards Head. The designation is proposed for the submerged reefs. 

 Historic England manages the ancient Iron Age settlement of Chysauster. 

 The sea at ‘Lands End (Running Stone)’ has recently been designated a Marine Conservation Zone. 

 Coastal Communities Team now formed at Porthcurno to support regeneration projects in the area. 

Condition 

 Whilst the majority of visitor infrastructure is low key, that at Sennen and particularly Lands End is visually intrusive. 

 Castle-an-Dinas quarry supplies granite for road aggregate and hedging and has a significant visual impact on the horizon. Although operations are 

largely screened from external views there are still some unnatural landforms associated with tipping and stock piling. 



 Some historic mining structures remain un-stabilised and are at risk of further deterioration namely; Rosewall and Ransom, Wheal Sisters, Ding 

Dong, Gurnard’s Head, Wheal Hearle, Leswidden chimney, Speare Consols, Carnyorth, Wheal Call, Cot Valley, Portheras, Porthmeor, Bosigran, 

Wheal Cleveland and Rosevale. 

 Some of the infrastructure devloped through the St Just Heritage Area Regeneration project have suffered from vandalism and  resources for 

ongoing maintence is a problem. 

 In the south, some agricultural land has seen localised but significant change in lay out to create efficiencies in farming through the removal of 

historic field hedges. 

 Scrub encroachment on the moors with serial succession to bracken and woody vegetation is widespread and particularly evident at Rosewall Hill 

and Carn Galver impeding local access. 

 Lack of woodland management along stream valleys has resulted in Sycamore encroachment. 

 In southern parts of West Penwith there has been significant loss of hedgerow elm due to disease resulting in loss of habitat and landscape 

character. 

 The Grade II Listed Quay at Lamorna was significantly damaged during the 2014 Winter Storms and requires urgent attention and investment to 

prevent further deterioration. 

 Further development of the Lands End Airfield has the potential for visual impacts and impacts on landscape character and tranquility. 

West Penwith Local Policies 
 
WP7.01 Encourage coastal heathland restoration, for example at Sennen and Land’s End.  
 
WP7.02 Support the sensitive management of well-used footpath routes, for example at Land’s End and Sennen, and encourage the sensitive restoration 
and increase in use of the Tinner’s Way. 
 
WP7.03 Encourage the sympathetic operation and progressive restoration of Castle-an-Dinas quarry in a manner that respects local landscape character, 
includes appropriate vegetation, appropriate final landform and permanent restoration of completed areas at the earliest possible stages. Support further 
measures to protect and enhance environmental and landscape quality when existing quarrying permissions are reviewed. 
 
WP7.04 Encourage the sympathetic management of Lands End Aerodrome and ensure that development has appropriate regard to the rural character of 
the area and tranquillity is maintained. 



 
WP7.05 Seek the conservation and enhancement of the existing rural character of the B3306 and other roads in this area via sensitive design and minimal 
use/ decluttering of highway infrastructure. Discourage widening, straightening, re-routing, kerbing and enclosure of currently unenclosed sections.  
 
WP7.06 Improve traffic management on the coast road between St Just and St Ives (B3306), focusing on the promotion of sustainable modes of travel 
through West Penwith that encourage people to visit places along the route, instead of just driving through. 
 
WP7.07 Support an integrated approach to pro-active management of access on open access land, with the full involvement of landowners, stakeholders 
including the local community, users, Cornwall Council and other relevant public bodies to ensure a long term strategy for access management, built upon 
consensus. 
 
WP7.08 Support consideration of access improvements along old drove routes and tracks across the Penwith Downs, in a manner that respects these 
route’s historic origins and local landscape character based on stakeholder and community support.  
 
WP7.09 Support the continuation of small-scale sustainable fisheries in order to conserve community vibrancy and the character of local coves such as at 
Porthgwarra, Lamorna, Penberth and Cape Cornwall. 
 
WP7.10 Seek the strongest possible recognition and protection of the ancient prehistoric field systems bound by granite Cornish hedges as valuable historic 
landscape features and support their ongoing conservation and management.  
 
WP7.11 Support integrated projects and take opportunities though Planning to stabilise and repair engine houses and other mining structures that are 
significant in the landscape such as at Rosewall and Ransom, Wheal Sisters, Ding Dong, Gurnard’s Head, Wheal Hearle, Leswidden chimney, Spearne 
Consols, Carnyorth, Wheal Call, Cot Valley, Portheras, Porthmeor, Bosigran, Wheal Cleveland, Rosevale, Geevor and Botallack. 
 
WP7.12 Support integrated management of the biodiversity and the historic landscapes of the Penwith Downs (also known as Penwith Moors) based on 
stakeholder and community support, through the Heritage Lottery Fund ‘First and Last’ - Penwith Landscapes Partnership Scheme. 
 
WP7.13 Encourage the productive management of woodlands for example at Lamorna, St Loy and Penberth valleys in a manner that is consistent with 
conserving and enhancing local landscape character and biodiversity. 
 
WP7.14 Encourage measures to safeguard and restore the Grade II Listed Quay at Lamorna in a manner that supports the purposes of the AONB 
designation.  
 



WP7.15 Provide full support to the West Penwith Landscapes Partnerships Scheme to deliver a resilient living, working Penwith landscape where farming 
prospers while protecting natural resources, restoring habitat connectivity and enhancing archaeological heritage and ensure resources for project delivery. 
 
WP7.16 Seek a reduction in landscape and visual impact of tourism including better integration of existing holiday sites, visitor infrastructure, car parks and 
signage. For example at Lands End, Sennen and on the edge of St. Ives. 
 

Q29.  Do you agree with the management policies as set out in West Penwith Local Policies WP7.01 – WP7.16 on pages 

84-86? 

 Strongly disagree 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Strongly agree 
☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

  

Do you have any suggested changes/additions?  Please give your reasons 

 

 

 

 
 


