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Local Sections 
 

Purpose 
The Local Sections detail the management principles that are specific to each of the Local Sections of the Cornwall AONB. The Local Area Policies should 
always be read in conjunction with the policies set out in the strategic policies of the plan that address Cornwall wide AONB management matters. 
 

Statements of Significance 
The Local Sections contain a statement of significance which sets out the qualities and characteristics that makes that Section as a whole recognisable, 
distinctive and different from surrounding areas. The Statement of Significance will not necessarily refer to individual features but this does not mean that 
such features are not important or do not form a key component of the AONB landscape. The Statement of Significance is not a complete inventory, more a 
summary of the landscape character and scenic beauty of the protected landscape.  
 
The Statement of Significance can be used as landscape character evidence base to judge impact (or harm) to the AONB from development or other activity 
and as a guide to help tailor positive activity to conserve and enhance the area. 
 

Local Policies 
Each Local Section includes ‘Local Policies’ which identify the specific management objectives that are applicable to the local section over the next 5 years.  
 
The local policies are required to: 

- Achieve the purposes of the AONB designation, 

- Deliver the purposes of the AONB Management Plan, 

- Reflect local level detail and management needs, 

- Be realistic. 

 
The local policies can be used for a range of purposes. For example they can provide guidance and inform the assessment of development proposals in or 
adjoining the Local Section or they can promote projects and funding applications that support the purposes of the AONB designation. 
 



Each Local Section identifies a number of matters that are considered to be impacting upon the condition of the special features and attributes in that 
particular section of the Cornwall AONB and any of the known management groups, activities and/ or strategies in place for the area. The Local Policies will 
seek to address poor condition and support good management, supported by the overall strategic policies. 
 

 

  



01 Hartland 
 
Location 
This small section of the AONB runs from just above Bude, north, to the Cornwall border with Devon and has strong links with the Hartland Peninsula, which 
is part of the North Devon AONB. The boundary more or less follows the A39 trunk road (Atlantic Highway) and includes the coastal strip from Marsland in 
the north to Menachurch Point in the south. 
 

Extent 
At approximately 2,600 hectares or just over 25.9 square kilometres it forms just under 3% of the Cornwall AONB. 
 

Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Landscape Character Assessment 2005-2007 
Character Areas: CA37 Western Culm Plateau and CA38 Bude Basin 
 

Statement of Significance 
This section of the AONB is a high coastal plateau of Carboniferous sandstones and slates known as the ‘Culm Measures’. The cliffs are sheer; reaching 
140m in some places and are intensely folded and faulted. The sea has sculpted a striking wave-cut platform, which at low tide reveals a rock stratum of 
folded and faulted ridges. These shores are punctuated occasionally by sandy coves and beaches at the mouths of stream valleys, notably at the aptly 
named Sandymouth. 
 
Inland, the land rises gently to a ridge of 200m and is dissected by numerous streams which form deeply incised valleys containing streams that cascade as 
small waterfalls onto the rocky, narrow, boulder strewn shoreline below. Coastal heathland fringes the cliff tops, particularly in the north, whilst the steep 
valley sides are colonised with broadleaved woodland, some ancient, as found in the Coombe and Marsland Valleys. The Culm grassland found on the 
unimproved wet pasturelands of the inland plateau has an acidic quality producing a unique flora, which is nationally rare. 
 
This is a pastoral landscape with the field pattern revealing ancient enclosures. Many of the hedges have now been removed to provide access for farm 
machinery and larger areas of land for arable crops although further inland there is still a significant amount of dairy farming. 
 
Small hamlets and isolated farm holdings, such as the National Trust property at Stowe Barton, make up this sparsely populated section of the Cornwall 
AONB and the lack of populous further emphasises its remoteness. Local slate and sandstone, together with cob and thatch, are characteristic of the homes 
in this area. Originally these were lime washed or slate hung but are now more commonly rendered. At Morwenstow, the Norman church is built into the 



valley side with its tower on the seaward side. Its vicarage, notable for its many chimneys of differing styles, was once home to the late Reverend Robert 
Stephen Hawker who wrote ‘Trelawney’ – ‘The Song of the Western Men’. A little way north from the vicarage, on a steep sided coastal cliff, sits Hawker’s 
Hut, now owned by the National Trust where the Reverend Hawker used to compose his sermons and poetry.  
 
Views along the coastline are breath taking and extensive. On a clear day Lundy Island can be seen out to the northwest. Further south, the coastal plateau 
decreases to a much lower cliff line with views southward towards Bude. 
 
This section of the Cornwall AONB is one of the less well known AONB areas but its dramatic coastal cliffs and unusual rock formations, together with its 
ancient history provides an interesting and unique landscape.  
 

Q16.  Do you agree with the Statement of Significance for Hartland on pages 55-56?  (please check/tick a box below) 

 Strongly disagree 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Strongly agree 
☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

  

Do you have any suggestions for improvement?  Please give your reasons 

 

 

 
 
Management 

 The National Trust manages land specifically around the coastline at Morwenstow and from Duckpool to Sandymouth with a pony-grazing scheme 

in place on rough coastal ground. 

 Kilkhampton Parish Plan was prepared in 2003. 

 Cornwall Biodiversity Initiative plans include support for the now halted Atlantic Coast and Valleys Project, which aimed to enhance, extend and link 

characteristic coastal habitats. 

 The North Devon AONB Management Plan 2014-19 has been published and includes the Hartland Peninsula. 

 The sustainable tourism project ‘Explore the Coast’ supports car free access and the provision of greater information on the North Devon AONB 

 Much of the coastline in the Hartland section of the Cornwall AONB is included in the Steeple Point to Marsland SSSI (Site of Special Scientific 

Interest). 

 The sea off ‘ Hartland Point to Tintagel’ has been recently designated as a Marine Conservation Zone. 



Condition 

 The Council for the Protection of Rural England’s tranquillity, intrusion and night blight mapping shows Hartland to be the most ‘undisturbed’ 

section of the Cornwall AONB. 

 The large structures of GCHQ Bude at Morwenstow are visually intrusive. 

 The Environmental Records Centre for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly (ERCCIS) report that few areas of ‘Culm Grassland’ now remain in North 

Cornwall. 

 Scrub and bracken encroachment affects coastal marginal land especially within the coastal valleys leading to loss of biodiversity and changes in 

landscape. 

 Sycamore has become established in broadleaved woodlands. 

 A Romano-British forge and medieval port for Kilkhampton were discovered on the beach at Duckpool in the 1980s subsequently as a result of 

continued erosion by the sea this notable find is now at risk and could eventually be lost.  

 Dutch elm disease has had a significant impact on hedgerow elm in this area affecting habitat connectivity and landscape character. 

 

Hartland Local Policies 
 
H1. 01 Require all development to maintain the sparsely populated settlement pattern and tranquil characteristics of this section of the Cornwall AONB 
and respects local vernacular and use of materials that makes this area distinctive.  
 
H1.02 Support the conservation and enhancement of the undeveloped character of the coast, in order to retain its rugged and simple tranquillity. 
 
H1.03 Seek to maintain current low levels of light pollution in order to maintain dark night skies. (This being the most ‘undisturbed’ Cornwall AONB 
Section according to the Council for the Protection of Rural England’s tranquillity, intrusion and night blight mapping records). 
 
H1.04 Promote joint working with the North Devon AONB Partnership on the action plan for the Hartland Peninsula and the “Explore the Coast” project.   
 
H1.05 Encourage sensitive management and explore measures to reduce and remove the establishment of Sycamores in native broadleaved woodlands 
for example at Coombe Valley, Stanbury, the Tidna, and Marsland Valley, in a manner that is consistent with conserving and enhancing local landscape 
character and biodiversity. 



 
H1.06 Support a wider landscape-scale approach to extending and connecting currently fragmented locally characteristic habitats. These include culm 
grassland, maritime cliffs and slopes, lowland heathland, species-rich grasslands and heath in coastal valleys, and the native broadleaved woodland found, 
for example at Coombe Valley, Stanbury, The Tidna, and Marsland Valley.  Consider the small scale planting of local provenance native tree species such as 
Sessile Oak, Hazel and Alder to act as a future seed source for native woodland establishment where this is currently absent or sparse to assist subsequent 
natural regeneration. 
 
H1.07 Encourage measures to reduce the encroachment of scrub and bracken in the coastal marginal land and support the encouragement of Culm 
grassland in a manner that is consistent with conserving and enhancing local landscape character and biodiversity. 
 
H1.08 Explore the future management requirements for the satellite dishes at GCHQ Bude, seeking opportunities to reduce their current visual impact and 
restore the natural landscape over the medium to long term. 
 
H1.09 Seek opportunities to increase the awareness and protection of the heritage of the area, in order to promote, conserve and enhance landscape 
character and natural beauty, for example, the links with Reverend Robert Stephen Hawker and the Romano-British forge and medieval fort at Duckpool. 

H1.10   Seek a reduction in landscape and visual impacts of tourism including better integration of holiday sites, visitor infrastructure and signage by 
respecting local character in external works, landscaping, site design and layout. Pay particular attention to the increase in scale, massing and associated 
development for example at Duckpool, Sandymouth and Morwenstow. 
 

Q17.  Do you agree with the management policies as set out in Hartland Local Policies H1.01 – H1.10 on pages 57-58? 

 Strongly disagree 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Strongly agree 
☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ ☐ 

  

Do you have any suggested changes/additions?  Please give your reasons 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 


